
 

August 14, 2020 – COVID-19 Update No. 86 

 
Hartnell College directly contributed to COVID-19 treatment during the pandemic. Nearly 90 Hartnell nursing students participated in patient care at Salinas Valley Memorial Hospital. 
The college also loaned 13 ventilators from its respiratory care program and donated PPE such as gloves and masks. (Photo courtesy of Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare System.) 

  
The COVID-19 Special Update publishes on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

STATE AND NATIONAL GUIDANCE/EXECUTIVE ORDERS/NEWS  
Gov. Gavin Newsom today gave an update on the state’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. (All 
news conferences are streamed live at noon on his Twitter page and the California Governor Facebook 
page.) You can find more information on California’s COVID-19 website. 
  
Among the headlines from today’s update: 

 
 The governor today focused on schools, saying more than 90 percent of K-12 students in California are likely 

starting the school year with distance learning. The state’s leader is advocating for rigorous distance education 
learning, and noted the requirement of access to devices and quality internet connectivity for ALL students. 

 
 California now has 601,075 confirmed cases of COVID-19, resulting in 10,996 deaths. The number of COVID-

related deaths increased by 1.7 percent from Wednesday's total of 10,778. 
 
 The state has performed 9.5 million COVID-19 tests; the rate of positive tests over the last 14 days is holding 

steady at 6.2 percent. 
 
You can watch today’s update here. (Please note: it begins around the 4:00 mark.) 
 
Blame on both sides and now a recess: Americans are waiting on a new economic stimulus — but Congress is on break 
until Labor Day. 
 
With more than 5.2 million COVID-19 cases, and flu season rapidly approaching, the director of the Centers for Disease 
Control said this week, “the country could be facing "the worst fall, from a public health perspective, we've ever had." 
 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top infectious disease expert, said Thursday that depending on herd immunity to end 
the coronavirus pandemic would lead to an "enormous," "totally unacceptable" number of deaths. 
 

https://twitter.com/CAgovernor?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/CAgovernor/
https://www.facebook.com/CAgovernor/
https://covid19.ca.gov/
https://update.covid19.ca.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaX26Fe27f8
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/article244941862.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/08/13/902388083/cdc-director-warns-this-fall-could-be-the-worst-ever-for-public-health
https://www.today.com/health/fauci-warns-enormous-death-toll-if-us-relies-herd-immunity-t189427?cid=sm_npd_td_tw_ma


SYSTEM GUIDANCE/NEWS 
The Chancellor’s Office is committed to keeping everyone informed during this uncertain time. We 
encourage administrators, faculty, staff and students to regularly check the Chancellor’s Office 
COVID-19 resource page and the Chancellor’s Office Communications to Colleges section for ongoing 
executive orders, guidance memos and announcements. Current and prospective students can also 
get connected with their local college to find out specific resources and support services available as 

well as enroll in their local community college. 

Executive Vice Chancellor for Educational Services and Support Marty J. Alvarado on Thursday released this updated 
guidance memo containing information related to the extension of COVID-19 related grading policies and processes 
campuses should undertake to mitigate impact to students that had courses cancelled mid-semester.  There is also 
clarifying information regarding the impact on academic standing and eligibility of previously issued Executive Orders. 

BEST PRACTICES 
CalMatters is hosting a virtual discussion with Chancellor Eloy Ortiz Oakley on how community 
college campuses are addressing concerns during the pandemic, from the cost of tuition to remote 
learning. The conversation is Tuesday, August 18 from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Current/future community 
colleges students and their parents or caregivers are encouraged to submit questions and comments. 
Register at this link. 

Over the past several months the Chancellor’s Office convened weekly webinars to create a space for continuous 
information during these unprecedented times. During this time, we have learned that this space has been a reliable 
and much needed source of information for our system and as a result, we will continue these bi-weekly webinars on 
the first and third Wednesday of the month. We invite you to join the Chancellor’s Office System Webinars as we pivot 
our focus from providing COVID-19 related updates, toward tools and resources to make progress on the Vision for 
Success. Our webinars will continue to feature campus leaders and best practices from colleges and districts. The next 
system webinar is August 19 and will feature a follow up to the Chancellor’s Call to Action. (Please note: you can 
register for the webinars through the Vision Resource Center. Once signed in, navigate to the events calendar: Learning / 
Workshop Calendar and find the next Chancellor’s Office System Webinar, then click on the event title to view details and 
register.) You can also tune in through the webinar’s LIVEstream option. 

 
 STUDENT SUPPORTS  
We know students are looking for extra support during this trying time. We have compiled a list of 
mental health and other support services available to students and we’ll continue to share them on a 
daily basis. 

 
 With new COVID-19 measures, it’s now easier than ever for eligible California community college students to 

sign up and receive FREE money every month from CalFresh to help buy groceries. The average eligible student 
receives $150 each month and it only takes a couple of minutes to apply. Call 1-877-847-3663 (FOOD) or click 
here to fill out an application. 

 
  If students have Medi-Cal and are in need of mental health services, they can call the number on their health 

plan membership card, or call their local county mental health line. For help finding what services are covered, 
call the Medi-Cal Managed Care and Mental Health Office of the Ombudsman at 888-452-8609 Monday through 
Friday from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

  If you are concerned about a family in need of food or assistance, or you need resources yourself, call 211, 
contact your local non-profit Family Resource Center, or apply for public benefits, which may include health 
care, cash aid, and food and nutrition assistance, through your county’s Social Services or Health and Human 
Services department. 

  Resources, tools, and trainings regarding health, mental health, wellness, basic needs and more designed for 
California community college students, faculty and staff are available on the California Community Colleges 
Health & Wellness website. Specific COVID-19 resources are available on the home page. 

  Wellness Central is a free online health and wellness resource that is available 24/7 in your space at your pace. 

  Each Mind Matters offers resources, tools and activation kits for mental health. 

  The California Youth Crisis line runs 24 hours a day, seven days a week: 800-843-5200. The National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline provides confidential assistance to anyone in crisis and their loved ones through a live chat 
and free 24-hour hotline at 800-273-8255. You can also text COURAGE to the Crisis Text Line at 741741.  

  Our LGBTQ students can also contact the Trevor Project by calling 1-866-488-7386 or text START to 678678 for 
24/7 information. The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender National Hotline is available from 1:00 – 9:00 
p.m. at 1-800-273-8255. Or call or text the Victims of Crime Resource Center at  1-800-842-8467 for help.  

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Four states, including California, and one city have been directed by federal health officials to develop 
coronavirus vaccine roll-out plans that will be circulated with other states.  
 
It is that time of year: students worldwide are saying goodbye to summer break and welcoming the 
start of a new school year. So how have back-to-school supplies changed?  

https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Communications-and-Marketing/Novel-Coronavirus
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Communications-and-Marketing/Novel-Coronavirus
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Communications-and-Marketing/Novel-Coronavirus/co-communications-to-colleges
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/Files/Communications/COVID-19/Memos/ess-20-300-002-covid-19-grading-policies-academic-standing-course-cancellations.pdf?la=en&hash=9441AE2CC400FA2903CE316468233ABA74A05A98
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/Files/Communications/COVID-19/Memos/ess-20-300-002-covid-19-grading-policies-academic-standing-course-cancellations.pdf?la=en&hash=9441AE2CC400FA2903CE316468233ABA74A05A98
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/student-town-hall-with-california-community-college-chancellor-eloy-oakley-tickets-116563728249
http://www.icontact-archive.com/archive?c=1735093&f=26185&s=27124&m=138190&t=3b7d82de0640aba6b6bf21a71a8230cb53121a7575efdd1a578a6ad60588c385
https://visionresourcecenter.cccco.edu/login/
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=53686188&msgid=139093&act=9JBA&c=1735093&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fvideo.ibm.com%2Fchannel%2FN9Y4Tnrue3t&cf=26185&v=802f1330c5b616d4665da407dbc0a6c6914d0ecca7992813138bd6ba21f538cc
https://students.getcalfresh.org/?source=ccc
https://students.getcalfresh.org/?source=ccc
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dhcs.ca.gov%2Findividuals%2FPages%2FMHPContactList.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CJanne.Olson-Morgan%40osg.ca.gov%7C122307be91754d12e5dc08d7d984f958%7C265c2dcd2a6e43aab2e826421a8c8526%7C0%7C0%7C637217037446186621&sdata=mjxnoz%2Fzow8IlNWcxbFu%2FE7oJVLJQ9nswbDPCCg3mGQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dhcs.ca.gov%2Fservices%2FMH%2FPages%2Fmh-ombudsman.aspx&data=02%7C01%7CDonna.Ures%40dhcs.ca.gov%7Ccbb44eea98e4465e115108d7d2670e20%7C265c2dcd2a6e43aab2e826421a8c8526%7C0%7C0%7C637209212363631420&sdata=X3lfVEQUz6Sg69xxfgRxPmzBVePA1ek0pGA8yuz7jYg%3D&reserved=0
tel:1-888-452-8609
tel:211
http://www.frcnca.org/frcnca-directory/
http://www.benefitscal.org/
http://www.benefitscal.org/
https://www.cccstudentmentalhealth.org/
https://www.cccstudentmentalhealth.org/
https://cvc.edu/wellness/
https://www.eachmindmatters.org/may2020/
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/08/14/cdc-asks-4-states-city-draft-coronavirus-distribution-plans/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/13/health/school-year-essentials-coronavirus-wellness/index.html


TIP OF THE DAY 

The California Community College Chancellor’s Office is committed to addressing bias in higher education. If you’re 
interested in learning more about how to identify implicit bias in yourself or a loved one, visit Project Implicit to take a 
series of online assessment tests. 

More Tips of the Day 

 
 Did you get this from someone else? Sign up to receive the COVID-19 Special Update under ‘Subscribe and Connect.’ 

  

       

Brought to you by the Chancellor’s Office, Office of Communications and Marketing 
1102 Q Street, Sacramento, CA 95811 | 916.445.8752 

 

https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Communications-and-Marketing/Novel-Coronavirus/students/pro-tip-archive
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Communications-and-Marketing/Novel-Coronavirus
https://www.facebook.com/CACommColleges
https://twitter.com/calcommcolleges?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/californiacommunitycolleges/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CACommunityColleges
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